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Saturday morning, the 18th May saw the two NFC transporters parked up at Carentan for the first race of the 2013 National programmes. If you had asked any fanciers on Tuesday or Wednesday of the previous week whether we would be getting a race out of France on the Saturday the answer would be a resounding no, and some people were questioning whether we should be pushing the marking back a day or two. As it was marking went ahead as planned and the birds were safely transported to Carentan and they arrived there on Friday afternoon and left to rest with water and top quality corn provided by our new sponsors Vanrobaeys . Our race controller, Paul Clements, worked tirelessly as always to gather a load of information about the line of flight and after consultation with his team and the convoyers the strings were cut at 7.45 and the 8319 birds entered by 965 members were released in to the skies over Carentan and cleared in a northerly direction straight away.  There was good visibility along the line of flight in general although a few patches in the North East would take longer to brighten up and clear. Although there was not an awful lot of beautiful blue sky in England  it remained bright for the birds and they had an excellent start out of France and across the channel  and it was this that was to make the race with quite a few members having a few birds arriving together and returns were around the 80% mark on the night.
The members really came out in force to support the first race and I think this reflects their trust and faith in the race team that The National have working for them. Speaking to members over the course of the race they were of the opinion that pulling the race short due to the poor start was a good move, and this is reflected in the strong send from the more northerly sections. Also they  felt that being able to enter on line was also a helping factor, although some members got caught out by the delayed email response to confirm their payment and as a result they entered twice. They now know that the initial email stating that payment is not processed does not mean it has failed but rather that their bank hasn’t yet authorised payment. This can take up to 30 minutes depending on your bank, but we all live and learn and I bet you the same people won’t double pay twice.
A third reason that I feel helped bolster entries was the fact that we publish our race dates  10 years in advance and whether coincidentally or as a planned response other major national and classic organisations have pencilled in dates that do not clash with the National programme. There are only a finite number of birds to go round and by reducing or eliminating race dates that clash it helps the fancier and each organisation. I think competition is healthy but clashing race dates could be financial suicide for the national and classic clubs.  
During the course of the race itself fanciers struggled at times to get on to the website to either verify or check how the race is progressing. I appreciate that this causes frustration but members need to be mindful that although the new website has been trialled nothing can come close to having close on 1000 members and guests trying to access it almost at the same time. We knew there would be kinks and gremlins to sort out and we had IT experts working hard in the run up to and during the race to help collect and format the data for the fanciers to access. Some fanciers times were incorrectly processed and this led to some confusion about provisional results but this was all rectified by the evening of the race. We are all learning about the new website so we need to work together on this and that way we will be more prepared for the next race. By all means vent your frustrations on the social media sites if you want but I can see no reason why the secretary needs to field abusive and offensive phone calls from a small minority who want to blame him for the shortcomings of the website as they see it.  It’s just not acceptable to think that by paying a membership fee you can speak to anyone on the phone in the manner that Sid was spoken to yesterday, amongst other things it is not in his job description to have to deal with this and also the man was in the middle of co ordination and collating the verifications so we could get a provision result out. I can assure you that Sid was well aware of the difficulties being faced by fanciers yesterday and was working tirelessly to resolve them. It would be nice to think that those who found the time to be abusive to our secretary might, on having had time to reflect, now find the time to phone and apologise but without shouting this time!!
Race advisers report for Carentan 18/05/13 

I spoke to Terry Scholey at 18.00 Friday and was informed that at the present time the weather throughout Europe was very changeable, with temperatures well below average. The current weather conditions were light northerly winds, good visibility with the exception of the North of England which in the main was cloudy, so the outlook for tomorrow optimistic. I have arranged to speak again at 06.30 Saturday.

This message was relayed to Trevor Cracknell.

I spoke to Trevor at approximately 06.10 Saturday and was informed that it was sunny with a light northerly wind and good visibility.

I spoke to Terry Scholey at 06.30 and informed him of my conversation with Trevor and he concurred. The precise details were as above at the liberation point, with clear channel, northerly winds of 10-15 miles per hour and good visibility throughout with the exception of the North East which would be cloudy. 

I spoke to Trevor and following a discussion it was decided to liberate. The birds were liberated at 07.45 am in a light northerly wind and they cleared immediately.

Many thanks to all concerned.

Paul Clements. 

Right now on to the race itself. Once the birds were up it was guessing game time with regards to an ETA for the birds. At each national race when I try to do this I am reminded of the advice offered by a friend of mine who says to work out ETA and then take 30 minutes of it if you are going to win the national. Well from Carentan I needed to add 30 minutes on to my ETA but I had 5 from 6 in good time so I cannot complain and more importantly after being back in the loft for 30 minutes you couldn’t have  picked out the birds that had been away which is proof positive of the level of care the birds receive and the quality of the transporters they travel in.
Provisional Top 10
First Section C and the all important 1st Open NFC beating 8319 other birds is the yearling dark cheq Widowhood cock raced by Stu Laws in sunny Dorset that now goes by the name of ‘Shane’. This bird clearly wanted to get home as he wins the Carentan National by a handsome margin of 51 yards. Stu was working on Saturday but decided to go to work early and work  locally in the hope of getting back to  see the birds home. He nipped home at 10.00 to grab a sandwich and when finding out from his wife that the birds had gone up he went up to the lofts to wait and when he checked his ETS pad he noticed that there were 3 birds on it, with all 3 close together and of course that all important national winner being one of them.  Although he was not there to see the bird home he was , as you can imagine, over the moon with the result and was very relieved when the further flying times came in and he still held on to that winning margin. The winning bird is a home bred Wildermeersch based on birds he bought from Ingram and Langton, the well known and successful North Midlands team and Stu would like to pass on his thanks for the birds and help received from Marion and Shane. This is a typical back garden loft that competes regularly at national level with a modest team, the type of loft that is the back bone of the sport. It seems fitting that the national winner himself has some thing to say  so in his own words:
The winning bird is a dark chequer cock, wildemeersch yearling which was bred from a pair that was purchased from Shane Langton of Derbyshire. On the pedigree of the hen Shane wrote "If this hen doesnt breed you winners in two seasons I will have her back". Shane obviously knows his stuff and the quality of his birds has shown at a high level in its first season.
Saturday's are always hectic during the racing season as I work six days a week as a self employed brick layer and have to sort the birds and set the ets up before I leave.
I made sure I was working locally as I had a big race on and popped home at 10am for a cup of tea and advised by my girlfriend that the birds had been liberated at 7.45am. I looked down the loft and everything seemed quiet down there. On checking the clock I realised that I had 3 birds back. I verified the pigeon and spoke to Robbie Jones and Scott Storie who both thought it was a good pigeon.
I would like to thank my good friends John Gerrard for the help and advice he gave me when setting my new loft up and Scott Storie for taking my birds to the marking station and giving me tips on feeding of which I have definitely noticed a difference.
Thank you to all friends and fellow fanciers of Upton Working Mens Flying Club and the Dorset Federation for your congratulations since winning. This has always been one of my ambitions to win a major race like the national and I am absolutely chuffed to have achieved it.

[image: ]
Stuart and Alana Laws with Shane, 1st open NFC Carentan 8300 birds.
Next to step up to the mark was the winner of Section G Mr Nigel Templar of Bristol. Nigel had one of those races were you want someone to pinch you as it is almost too good to be true. This loft of birds is quietly racking up a formidable set of results at national level with the birds queuing up to get on the result, at look back at national and classic results over the past 6 or 8 years at least will  show you that when given the right conditions Nigel will take full advantage at the expense of his fellow competitors.
Carentan proved to be such a race, and he had a bunch drop together to take the first 4 in a very competitive section and to show the class of the fancier and birds followed that up with 2nd,3rd, 4th and 6th Open .To put this in to perspective these birds were competing in the premier National club in the country against the absolute cream and still managed to fly as a team and get their noses in front of over 8300 birds. The first 4 birds dropped together from Carentan at 11.02 12 /11.02.13/11.02.17.and 11.02.23 with velocities of 1392.585 /1392.417./1391.947./and 1391.242. 
The first bird is a full brother to Nigel’s section winner from last year in the NFC and is a dirk van dyck, the sire is a bird bred by Gerrit  lahuis and is a son of "unique" and has already bred two section winners for the loft, the dam is a directly bred dirk van dyck being from a son of "de kannibaal" when paired to a dtr of "den bourges" which Nigel purchased from Richard Whiteside when he  bought all the van dycks he had,The second bird is a section winner from last year when he was 1st section 14th open Messac and is a full brother to the first bird and he cazme very close to doing the double this year.The next bird is a Heremans/Ceusters the parents were purchased at Blackpool from Ype Hemstra,both sire and dam are g/children of "De Caprio"and "De Olympaide 003The fourth bird in the clock is from two dirk van dycks ,the sire is from a full brother to the Kannibaal called "DE GIGANTE" when paired to a dtr of de Kannibaal and the dam is from a son of de Kannibaal when paired to the "Blauwe Witpen 1st provincial Orleans 10,034 birdsThey arrived in good condition and Nigel would like to congratulate the NFC on a good race and would like to offer his congratulations to the winner a good bird on the day. 
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Nigel Templar after having the race of his life..1/2/3/4th Section G and 2nd,3rd,4th and 6th Open NFC .
5th Open and grabbing the Section B honours go to a bird raced by Mr and Mrs Waterhouse who goes by the name of ‘Lisa’s Lad’. This 2 year old cock is a bird who is gathering something of a reputation for top turns in classic and national events and is definitely one that any of us would want in our race team. To date he has scored 1st Section Saintes NFC last year, and the week before this race was 1st Section BBC from Carentan and then comes out and does the treble by winning 1st section NFC Carentan. Lisa’s lad is a Jacob Poorvliet x Koopman who clearly thrives in national and classic competition. He is member of the 30 strong roundabout team that Mr and Mrs Waterhouse race and like his loft mates he is trained hard up to the first channel race to gain the levels of fitness needed to compete well at this level. The team are fed Marimans corn throughout the race programme with the amount given reflecting their work load, and then the finishing touches to the race preparation come from a liberal use of conditioning seed as the race approaches. Speaking to Dave on the afternoon of the race he was telling me that lots of people were advising him to stop the cock now, but Dave feels that as a two year old he is at the top of his game and clearly in a level of condition at the moment that he might not be in again and so he intends to get him ready for Cholet and its no surprise that he will carry the car nomination. 
In 7th Open and having not even having the consolation of being bridesmaid in the section we have Stu Wilcox, rated by many as the best looking auctioneer in the country and second best looking fancier in Bristol. His team have been racing out of their skins this season and it comes as no surprise that he is once again up amongst them with a big finish in a big race Stu has been quietly gathering together a tasty selection of the top stock on the continent and this had repaid him handsomely today. He timed a two year old Dark Cock, an Arien Verrekct x Frans Zwols, the father of the pigeon is a direct son of Champion Armatrong who won 1st Nat Ace Pigeon of Belguim MD and the dam is a direct Frans Zwols from the "817" who has bred 7 x 1st Combine winners plus the famous Blue Star who is a leading breeder for Gerrard Koopman. This cock was 4th WoESRC Exeter 3870b when he landed with the winner 3 weeks ago and last Saturday he was 5th Club from Carentan, so he was obviously carrying a bit of early season form. He also was an exceptional young bird but went missing for 3 months as a yearling. Stu would just like to thank Alan Keepin for all the help he gives him and say a big well done to Club mate and Friend Nigel Templar on a truly magnificent result but wants to remind him that it is still 3-1 to Wilcox.
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Rob Jones holding ‘Damage’, the winner of 2nd Section  8th Open
Rob Jones of Southampton who races under the name of F.Bartlett & R.Jones has been racing on his own now for 8 years as his uncle and racing partner passed away. He timed in is fairly reliable cock called "DAMAGE" to take 2nd section B 8th open. He is getting a bit slow in his old age being a 4yr old but was still pooled heavy just in case. With Robs guestimation on this races winnings he should be a winner of over £11,000 in just over 2 years racing. He wasn't great as a young bird and as a yearling he was reported by a non fancier walking up Trowbridge high street the wrong way from home and was collected and cared by Robs mate Brian Sheppard. He gets his name due to being damaged 3 times as a 2 year old when he started racing well.All birds are fed on Robs own mixes made up from Beyers from Brian Shepard and Versa Laga Direct and some straights from  Van Robaeys  .All birds get the full Aviform programme to ensure top condition. So far up to now "DAMAGE" has won 1st section 1st open BBC National Poiteres 312 miles - 4th section 20th open BBC National Messac 216 miles - 3rd section 20th open BICC National Falaise 151 miles - 46th open NFC National Nantes 255 miles - 6th section 12 th open NFC Fougeres 180 miles - 1st Central southern classic double Carentan - 1st central southern 1st central southern classic double Messac. Rob says the secret is in the petrol can as a friend of his is learning this year but will say no names. He is looking forward to the Cholet race as he has won a car twice in classic and national racing with the same bird and has been runner up a further 4 times!!
Claiming 9TH Open and 2nd Section behind the national winner is Mr and Mrs K and C White. This is another loft with an excellent record at national level. They have put up some outstanding performances especially at the distance. The bird that brought home the bacon this time is a2 year old widowhood cock, he is a deweert x Norbert Sierens… the deweert has an influence of Dave          Davies from Weymouth and  the Sierens have stood the test of time for Kevin and Christine. This cock is a nephew of their top racer ‘Northern lad’ .The cock won the club in Carentan last year as a yearling and this year the loft has won every inland race that they entered so the birds were certainly on form and I think that Kevin was grateful for a bit of channel racing to give the birds something to get their teeth in to.  The loft had an excellent race with 10 from 10 in good time.
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Mel and Sue King with another Top Ten finish in The NFC.

Rounding of the Provisional top 10 in 10th spot is the top national racing loft of  Mel & Sue King of Blandford Forum with their 2 year old Widowhood cock named “Stourcrest Gwain”. The bird is home bred from a pair of direct M & G Casaert’s on loan for 2011 from our good friend Brian Goodwin. The sire of “Gwain” is a son of “Nasdaq” 1st national Souillac, the dam of “Gwain” is a grand daughter of “Dior” dam of 1st National Brive. The Casaert lines are also successful when blended with our multi National winning family of Gaby Vandenabeele originating from M & D Evans that have served us well in national racing for many years. The loft had a good race and most importantly of all the returns were excellent with a full house on the night and 11 of our 12 entry’s arriving within 50 minutes of the first bird, all in great condition thanks to the top care received when on the transporter. All birds are fed on Willsbridge mixtures throughout the season depending on their needs and the job to be done.

Around the sections
Section A was won for the 11th time by M/M Brian Wall. Brian tells me he had an excellent race and had the 10 birds he sent all home in good times. All in excellent condition thanks to NFC, once again a validation of the quality of the team who look after your birds for you. Brian had 2  birds land together from the race and followed each other swiftly over the pads so in fact Brian will be 1st, Second & forth section with other birds close up.  
It was only the third race for the birds this year. He tells me he did not send any yearlings as Carentan is usually a bad race point for many fanciers as the birds do not get a run to the coast before they hit the channel. A special mention to Dave Waterhouse who was  fifth open with his super racing cock Lisa’s Lad.
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Brian Wall the winner of Section A from Carentan


Section D once again was well supported and this led to a very competitive race for all the members. On the day the top spot was claimed by Mr B Reene in Honiton. The pigeon is a 3year old late bred hen and descends from my family of Busschaert which are a blend of Corbett and Palmer,  first obtained  in the mid 70’s. What more can be said about the Busschaert, if ever a family of birds has stood the test of time, then surely the Busschaert must rank up there with the best.  Although the loft  only keep a few now of this family, since 2010  they have been responsible for 4x1st Section winners and 4x2nd Section winners from the shortest NFC race to the longest race from Tarbes. All of the lofts  best performance at national level are linked with these birds. The hen who topped the section is now named  ‘Jose’ after their  little Granddaughter who lives in Australia. This hen was over sitting pot eggs and carrying soft food. As for, feeding, every time  Brian have written a loft report,  (this being the 4th) he has always been feeding something different!  He  now uses ‘Mariman’ although quite expensive you only get what you pay for. Fortunately  he  is only a small loft fancier keeping only 9 widowers 8 naturals and breeding a team of max 30 young birds. On many occasions I have sent as many as 20 pigeons which gives the impression I am a big team man, and when fellow fanciers ask me how many I have sent, I very often reply ‘most of them’. Finally Brian would like to praise the NFC for the condition of the of the birds on their return, 7 of his 10 entries were last years latebreds having  their 1st national race, and all returned with good clean feather and not thirsty. Mark and Sarah Jarvis have recorded a very good bird to take runner up spot. I have been unable to  contact them in time for information so if they could get in touch I will rectify this.
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Brian Breene on the right holding Josie with good friend Steve White.

Section E is always a tough one to win and usually has the biggest send from a lot of quality household names so its no mean task to win it. The honour in the first national race of the season goes to Roger Lowe of Reading. His section winner this time is a Yearling from his new family of birds he imported last year from Belgium, from the top distance fancier Daniel  Aerens. This section winner is the only bird raced from this family as they were got late in the season last year, so not a bad start , and he showed his class by being in the clock at 11.02 in a strong west wind. With the wind Roger did not expect to do so well (you can never tell ) He is a yearling widowhood cock having his 1st Channel race with 2 inland races and his full brother was given to the Blackpool charity sale last year. He would like to say many thanks to all the well wishers  and  hopes that he  can do as well in the next national race as he needs a new run around.
Peter Wells of Dunstable is bridesmaid in the section this time round, bet he looks well in a dress. The bird in question is a cheq pied roundabout hen. Now, if ever a bird was bred for the job then this is the bird, her sire is a son of Dave Albons MNFC Tours winner and the dam is a daughter of Les Jones’  ‘Joe’ who won NFC Bordeaux. These birds couldn’t fail to breed the goods. Pete’s birds are flying out of their skins at the moment and he was also bridesmaid the previous week from the BBC so that dress is getting well used. He was at Carentan with the Combine on Saturday and they were up 15 minutes after the national and amazingly there are only 4 seconds difference in the flying time for his first timer from both liberations. Pete said it was a pleasure to be in the garden on Saturday as the birds just rained in from the channel races. It’s good to see a hard working committee member doing well. 
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Roger Lowe holding his latest Section E winner


Topping Section F we have another back garden loft that likes to come out an d have a real go in classic and national racing, namely Steve Slade from Calne in Wiltshire. There is a saying back home in Ireland that when it comes to national racing ‘you need the toys to play with the boys’, and in the case of this loft  that is certainly true. The section topper here for Steve is a 2 year old blue lindelauf cock that has been steadily gathering experience in the race basket that has stood him in good stead today. This medium sized blue bar cock originates from stock that Steve sourced from Eres and Fleming from blackpool and Steve clearly did his homework as the nest mate was 2nd Section in the Guernsey Classic 2 weeks previously. The section winner himself was in the same race and was 10th bird back to the loft, and was previously at Newton Abbott for his first race of the season, so he was fit and fresh for the Carentan National and showed that from being up with the lead birds. Well done Steve.

[image: C:\Users\dcallan\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\P25XXJH2\203 (2).JPG]
A very proud Steve Slade holding 1st Section F from Carentan.
The provisional winner of Section H is Dudley Holmes racing to Spalding, Lincolnshire.The winning pigeon is known as "Fulney 64" after having won the BICC last year from Le Mans, so again atop performance pigeon coming to the front on a day when class and quality got you to the front. It takes a brave man to keep a national winner on the road but on a day when class counts ‘Fulney 64’ repaid Dudley’s faith in him. Normally raced on widowhood, this cock was paired prior to club racing and sent to the first 3 races driving and sitting. On return from the third club race, the eggs and hen were removed. The hen wasn't shown prior to this race and the cock returned to only his box. He was allowed his hen all day the next day. His breeding is Janssen x Soontjen. His sire was a successful racer until being retired to the stock loft. He in turn is bred from Curtis, Wall, Lunt and Green stock. The grandsire was bred out of the Fantail and the Scruffy Hen. The dam was also a successful racer, having won on the north as young bird and the south as a yearling. Her sire is a son of Just a Kid paired to a sister of the Docherty Cock. Her dam is a daughter of Bant's Choice paired to a daughter of Silver and Gold. All of the soontjens stock came from Frank Sheader
The runner up spot for the section was claimed by Steve Petheridge and son who fly in to Milton Keynes. These guys have really put this area on the map with a level of consistency that is remarkable given that they fly a very small team to a small set up. The contact number I have for Steve keeps getting answered by someone who isn’t him and they were getting increasingly irate with me phoning all the time. So Steve, please get in touch with details and a photo.
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Richard Holmes holding Fulney 64, previous national winner and now 1st Section H
1st Section I goes to Rob Rome, formerly of Scotland where he raced exceptionally well with his father and now working and flying in Cheltenham. Rob had 2 quick birds to provisionally take the first 2 in the section and will have a few more following on close behind.The winning bird is a 2 year old widowhood cock who had one race as a young bird and then the following year had the full programme and tasted his first national success at NFC Messac. This year he had one inland race with the federation and then in to NFC Carentan where he was more than capable to be up with the lead birds. He is certainly bred for the job and was bred in the Rome stock loft back up in Scotland. His sire is SU 2007, son of our Champion Reimus, 1st Open National Kings Cup SNFC Reims 505 miles 3,168 birds by 26 YPM in 2003.  Prior to that he won 1st Club 366 birds 2nd Fed Wakefield 116 miles 1,334 birds, 11th Sect 114th Nat Reims 2,650 birds, 3rd Ripon 91 miles 603 birds, 11th Ripon 582 birds and 262nd Nat SNFC Newbury 260 miles 3,906 birds. DAM:  Belg 2006, 100% Georges Carteus bred by Silvere Toye.  Half-sister of “Zatopek” - 1st National Long Distance Ace Pigeon Franco-Belge (best 3 National positions all Belgium) and 2nd National Ace Pigeon KBDB Extreme Long Distance in 2007.  Her sire is Caraat, obtained by Silvere Toye from Georges Carteus when he was 4 years old.  Caraat is a direct son of Cartier 1st National 4,694 birds 2nd International Perpignan, 12,367 birds and 43rd National Perigueux 5,594 birds in 1997.  Note that Cartier is great g-sire of 1st International Bordeaux for Mark Gilbert in 2011.  Rob’s second bird is a 3 year old  Blue hen who is raced on hens widowhood and already has a few tasty  turns at a the top level including 3rd aSection and 25th open Agen International and now provisionally second section Carentan. Sire is  Bred by Patrick & Dimitri Houfflijn, Belgium direct from their famous "Geschulpten As" - 1st Ace Provincial Ace Pigeon KBDB and 5th National Ace Pigeon KBDB long distance. The dam of this hen is also  bred by Patrick & Dimitri Houfflijn direct from their super racer “Kleine As” - 11th Nat 9,545 birds, 23rd Nat 6,475 birds, 21st Nat(Z) 2,101 birds, 14th Nat 5,438 birds and 21st Nat 3,625 birds all at the long distance when paired with a daughter of "Geschulpten As"….as I said before you need the right toys to play with the boys.Rob would like to dedicate this section win to his mum who is currently in hospital receiving medical treatment and he would also like to say a massive thank you to Ray Bevan and Alan Gibb for the help they are providing for Rob with the birds.
In 1st section J we have a loft with a fine pedigree of national performances, namely Jonathan Hamplett who lives near Stafford. This was a very good bird on the day in to that area. This yearling worked hard to get home and especially to the east of the section as you can see from the result the other leading section birds were well over in to the west of the section.This was clearly a bird that wanted to get home. I have no further details as I have been unable to get in contact with the winning fancier but I will hopefully have more information to include later to give the bird due credit. Runner up in 2nd Section J spot is a fancier who is starting to build a reputation for top drawer performances- Martin Williams.  This loft is tucked away in sunny, rural Herefordshire off the beaten track for national racing but the birds housed here clearly like the odds stacked against them. The bird grabbing the honours is a 2 year widowhood cock that is Jan Huybrect x Roodhooft , these bloodlines have served martin well over the past 6  years or so and have helped him win 3 sections in national racing last year alone. He had a good race clocking  3 in 5 minutes and having all 12 home by mid afternoon.
In Section K we have top honours going to Mr and Mrs Alan and Wendy Rose who live near Worksop. They clocked a blue cheq 3 year old Wildermeersch cock called ‘Jake’ who has been a reliable and consistent bird , winning for the partnership in the past. Including 1st section and 7th open MNFC from  Carentan…so he clearly knows his way back from there.   He came back from a race as a 2 year old shot up with a badly damaged leg, the partnership confined him to barracks in a widowhood hen box filled with straw for a month to let things heal and then re introduced him to his old box and hen. As a reward for the care shown to him he came out and won 2 further races that year and has continued to perform well.  Jake is clearly bred for the job with his sire being bred down through Fox Brothers of Langworth and his dam being a grand daughter of the top racing and breeding  Wildermeersch cock’ Jakes Dream’. This loft had an excellent race and were full of praise for the condition the birds returned in, they sent 7 and had 5 on the clock and are rightly pleased with their first national of the year.

The birds from Section L had a job to do yesterday with the wind and weather doing them no favours. This did not deter them from putting up some sterling performances and solid returns. Top of the heap for 1st Section goes to Mr E G Mackay, known as Graham to those who he doesn’t owe money to. The loft clocked a good 3 year old Hermans Ceusters  cock bred down via John Wheatcroft birds. Graham says he has never looked back since getting in birds from John and they have done everything asked of them and they are now showing their worth by stepping up to mix it with te big boys at National level. Graham can clearly fly a good bird having won the section from Messac and O/H national recently. Graham was full of praise for the condition the birds returned home in and despite a cold and lack of sunshine he had 10 from 10 in good time. 2nd Section goes to the loft of J and K Heeley. Kevin and his dad thought they had a decent pigeon when it was over 30 minutes clear of their fancied entry and second pigeon and so it turned out to be. This is a 2 year old natural cock- there can’t be too many of them about – and is a Jan Aarden bred from stock supplied by their very good friend Malcolm Gregory of Darley Dale. Malcolm feel last week when basketing pigeons and broke his leg quite badly and Kevin would like to wish him a speedy recovery. The partnership were very pleased with how the team came and had 7/8.They echoed the views of many others by thanking the convoying team and race controller, Paul Clements on a job very well done in less than ideal conditions. The honours of 2nd Section go to Stephen Radcliffe, who was surprised to get a phone call as he thought he was lying a little further down the section.  This time he saw home a2 year old roundabout hen that is steeped in the best of Syndicate Lofts with a big influence of Outlaw running through her veins. Stephen shares a pool of Syndicate birds with his good friend and former national winner Fred Hall and these are producing good birds for both lofts. This hen was his all pooler for the North West Classic from Bedhampton but decided to have a night on the tiles….this clearly didn’t appeal to her as the following week she pops up and claims the 2nd spot. 
On reflecting on the race it was good to see Kings Mead college getting a few good ones in the clock. You will all have read the various articles about the excellent work that Richard Chambers is doing there with a group of students. I think that schools offer fertile ground for new recruits and as I teacher myself I think pigeon racing offers great opportunities for learning especially amongst more disaffected students.  I am glad to see the students getting rewarded for their efforts as it can only make the work more enjoyable. The National are helping Richard to cover the costs of racing with us this year by wavering  the cost of their first 6 birds in each national race and hopefully this will free up their budget to be used elsewhere. I am sure all members of the national wish them every success in the coming seasons racing. So that’s the first national of the season and it’s time to say either well done or must try harder. With Cholet around the corner it’s time to start looking round to see who will carry the car nomination for your loft. Remember the birdage for this race is 50p more  so don’t get caught out and then have to pay the difference at the marking station. I suppose that’s the joy of online entry, it does the thinking and maths for you.
Right folks, 6,266 words later I am about done. I have tried to contact first two in each section but have not quite succeeded, if you are one of these fanciers then please contact me as I would like to give the bird the  credit. Bring on Cholet and the car nom.. someone   is going to be lucky. Brrmmm Brrrmmmm.
Drew Callan
NFC Press Officer.
01926 817796, weebu@hotmail.com.
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